CARUSO AND THE SWORD

A scrawny, bullied teen finds hinself through the sport of fencing.
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Fade In:
| NT. H GH SCHOOL - CLASSROOM -- DAY

CARUSO (13 but | ooks about 12, short and sl ender), sleeps
soundly with his head on his desk.

Caruso's teacher, CHARLENE (early 20's), hair in a bun
eighty years old in her dress and deneanor, stands with
her arnms crossed next to Caruso's desk.

Caruso's nother, ELAINE (35-40) stands next to the desk
as well as Caruso's dad, JI MW (35-40). Both parents
| ook |l ost as to what to do about their son.

CHARLENE
This is why we don't encourage
children to skip a grade.

ELAI NE
He's doing okay in his other classes.

CHARLENE
No, he's not. W' ve checked.

Charlene is stern, slapping her hands after each point.

CHARLENE ( CONT' D)
We need to give children a set bed
time and insist that they do their
homewor k.

El ai ne' s | ook changes from unhappy to angry.

ELAI NE
Maybe it's |lack of teaching skills
rat her than | ack of sleeping.

CHARLENE
That' s of f ensi ve.

Jimry tries to snooth ruffled feathers.

JI MWY
Ten hours of sleep is enough for a
child his age.

CHARLENE
We need to assure that the sleep
occurs at hone not at school.

Charl ene rai ses her voice and snmacks her hand on the desk.

CHARLENE ( CONT' D)
W can't have thi s!



Caruso junps. He looks around at his teacher and then
hi s parents.

CARUSO
Cr ap.

Caruso puts his head back down.

CHARLENE
Come to ny desk. W need to have a
parent teacher conference and di scuss
the possibility of denotion back to
m ddl e school .

El ai ne, Charl ene, and Jimmy take seats around Charl ene's
desk. There is nothing on the desk but a folder and a
pen.

Caruso drags behind themand slinks into a chair.

Charl ene opens a folder, renoves Caruso's report card and
slaps it down on the desk. Math, reading, social studies,
science, history, three Ds and two F's.

Caruso | ooks at the three adults as Charlene flips through
the folder with Caruso' s work.

CARUSO
W are bored.

I NT. H GH SCHOCOL - CAFETERI A -- DAY

STUDENTS sit at the tables, sone eating, sone doing
homewor k, sone chatti ng.

A JADED CASH ER (70'S) sits at the end of the food |line
coll ecting noney and scanning | unch cards.

A despondent Caruso grabs a tray off the stack of trays.
He takes a mlk and a small sal ad and noves down the |ine.
The FOOD WORKER hands hima plate with food. He puts it
on his tray.

SHAQ (16), as big as his nanesake, gets in |ine behind
Caruso. If the chip on his shoul der was any bi gger he'd
trip over it.

Caruso picks up a chocol ate pudding. Just as he puts the
puddi ng on the tray, Shaq flips the tray up, over the
railing past Caruso and onto the floor.

Shaq | aughs.
SHAQ

Caruso. Quess you're |ucky your nom
didn't listen to Britney Spears.



Caruso | ooks at the ness on the floor and slinks back to
t he begi nning of the |ine.

Shaqg picks up a mlKk.

SHAQ ( CONT' D)
We'd be calling you Britney.

Caruso picks up another tray.
Shaq calls after himand | aughs at his own joke.

SHAQ ( CONT' D)
Britney. Onh, Britney.

Shaq gets to the register. He points to Caruso.

SHAQ ( CONT' D)
He' s payi ng.

The cashier grabs the mlk from Shaq's hand.

JADED CASH ER
| don't think so.

SHAQ
Shove your mlk. They're all expired
anyway.

BOBBI (14) happy-go-lucky, cherub-faced with no-frills
hair, gets in line behind Caruso. She takes a tray.

BOBBI
You shouldn't take that from him

CARUSO
"Il take care of it. As soon as |
grow two feet and gain a hundred
pounds.

Caruso puts a mlk on his tray.

Bobbi checks the expiration date of several ml ks before
she picks two. She puts one of the mlks on her tray.
Then she exchanges the mlk on Caruso's tray for the other
one she pi cked.

BOBBI
My sister takes Krav Mega. She got
attacked outside work and the cops
had to pull her off the guy - before
they took himaway in an anbul ance.

Caruso takes a sal ad.



Bobbi puts a salad on her tray. She dunps another sal ad
on top of the salad already on her tray and puts the enpty
di sh back.

CARUSO
Susan with the pink hair and dog
collar? She scares ne.

BOBBI
My ol dest sister, Karen.

Caruso takes a plate of food fromthe food worker.

CARUSO
Skinny. Short. Blue hair.

BOBBI
That's t he one.

Bobbi takes a plate of food fromthe worker. She snells
it and grinaces.

CARUSO
How cone you're so normal ?
BOBBI
Normal is relative. | whack people

wi th swords.
TABLE

Caruso and Bobbi sit at the table and eat. JUSTIN (14)
gawky, thin with curly light brown hair. A young Napol eon
Dynanmi t e.

Across the room Shaq tosses the tray of a SKINNY BOY WTH
GLASSES.

Caruso wat ches the exchange wth di smay.
CARUSO
Do you ever wi sh you were back in
ki nder garten?

Bobbi shakes her head "no."

BOBBI
The food servings and desks are too
snal | .

CARUSO

At | east back in m ddle school
woul dn't be the snmall est.



BOBBI
You're not the snmallest. And, you're
too smart to be denoted.

Justin watches SANDY (14), a female version of Justin
except for the braids and pink shirt. She sits with
several TEENAGE G RLS | aughi ng and gi ggli ng.

Caruso and Bobbi watch Justin.

BOBBI ( CONT' D)
Why don't you ask her out?

JUSTI N
She woul d never go out with ne.
She' s popul ar and good | ooki ng.

CARUSO
No mirrors in his house.

| NT. H GH SCHOOL - HALLWAY -- DAY
A hallway with doors |eading to offices.

Bobbi stands behind Caruso with her hands on his shoul ders.
They face a door with "Counselor" printed on the gl ass.

CARUSO
"1l get picked on even nore.

BOBBI
The school brags about their no
bul I yi ng policy.

Caruso turns away.
CARUSO
It won't help unless they have enough
bodyguards for every geek, nerd, and
| oser in school.
Caruso wal ks down the hall
Bobbi shouts after him

BOBBI
You're not a | oser.

EXT. H GH SCHOOL -- DAY
The buses are |ined up outside the school.

STUDENTS exit the school. Some get in their PARENTS
cars and sone get on the buses.



Caruso stands in a doorway. Fromthe way he is pressed
up agai nst the door and wall one m ght think he is hiding.
He stands there watching the buses.

Bobbi junps from around the corner

BCOBBI
BOO

Caruso junps and clutches his heart.

CARUSO
Bobbi .

Bobbi | aughs.
BOBBI
If you won't talk to the counsel or
then you need to take sonme kind of
sel f -def ense. Boxi ng.
Bobbi air-boxes.

BOBBI ( CONT' D)
Kung Fu.

Bobbi attacks an inmagi nary opponent.

BOBBI ( CONT' D)
Heeyah!

CARUSO
Maybe | could grow a foot.

BCOBBI
Maybe you could grow six nore and
whack himlike an octopus.

Bobbi slaps furiously at the air and | aughs at her own
| oke.

Caruso scowl s and solemly heads for the bus.

CARUSO
The bus is here.

Bobbi foll ows.
| NT. SCHOOL BUS -- DAY

Caruso boards a bus full of STUDENTS and wal ks down the
ai sl e. Bobbi is behind him

Shaq sits in the mddle of the bus. He sticks his foot
out to trip Caruso as he wal ks down the aisle.



Caruso effortlessly hops over Shaq' s foot.
Caruso takes a seat in the back next to Justin.

JUSTI N
Tyler tried to trip nme once.

BOBBI
Caruso needs to learn self defense.
What did you do?

JUSTI N
| fell on himwith a cup of orange
j uice when he was wearing white
shorts. A full cup of orange juice
is a good defense. About as good as
a cup of hot chocol ate.

Caruso and Bobbi nod in agreenent.

JUSTI N ( CONT' D)
And you won't get detention even if
his dad is an attorney.

EXT. SCHOOL BUS -- DAY
Caruso, Bobbi, and Justin get off the bus.

BOBBI
| f you took self-defense you could
get off at your own bus stop.

CARUSO
You don't |ike us going to your house?

JUSTI N
It's safer to travel in groups.
Even in m ddl e class suburbi a.

| NT. CARUSO HOME - KI TCHEN -- DAY

An average eat-in kitchen. A built-in desk in the corner.
In the mddle is a table and chairs.

Caruso sets the table. He puts out silverware and four
pl at es.

El ai ne nakes a sal ad.

ELAI NE
Are you feeling okay?

CARUSO
Huh?



ELAI NE
Falling asleep in class isn't good.

CARUSO
| ' m bor ed.

ELAI NE
You need to do what you need to do
to be able to do what you have to.

Caruso stares at his nom

ELAI NE ( CONT' D)
That didn't come out right.

CARUSO
You t hi nk?
ELAI NE
VWhat can we do so you do well in

your cl asses?

CARUSO
Find ne an interesting teacher?
We're guinea pigs. She never taught

bef ore.
ELAI NE
She'l | get better.
CARUSO
And she does that "we" thing.
ELAI NE
You aren't doing well in any of your
cl asses.
CARUSO
Well is relative
ELAI NE
Doi ng better than D s.
CARUSO
| " m passi ng.
ELAI NE
You're smart enough to be getting
A's.
CARUSO

That's the age old puzzle. What
does it take to keep the smart Kkids
ent ertai ned?



ELAI NE
It's school. You aren't supposed to
be entertained. You' re supposed to
| earn.

CARUSO
Learning should be fun. Wy would
anyone want to |learn anything that

isn't fun? | watch the discovery
channel and |I don't fall asleep!
And | learn lots! | watch the cooking

channel and | can nake a souffle
better than ny teacher.

ELAI NE
well. Wwell.

El ai ne searches for sonething to say.

ELAI NE ( CONT' D)
Teachers aren't eligible for Emy’'s.

CARUSO
Maybe if they were their students
woul dn't fall asleep.

El ai ne i s stuck about what to say and just tosses the

sal ad.

Caruso puts out gl asses.

LATER

Car uso,

El ai ne, and JACK (10) Caruso's younger brother,

sit at the table. Elaine fills each plate with sal ad.

JACK
VWhat's for di nner?

CARUSO
It's Wednesday.

Jack | ooks at him

CARUSO ( CONT' D)
It's burgers and dogs.

Jack's head si nks.

JACK
We need to hide the grill.

Jinmmy enters with a plate of barbecued burgers and hot

dogs.

He sets the plate down on the table and sits.



10.

Caruso and Jack stare at the plate like they are going to
vom t.

Caruso, Elaine, and Jack |look at Jimmy. They all speak
at once.

CARUSO
(1 n unison)
Pot at oes and buns.

JACK
(1 n unison)
Pot at oes and buns.

ELAI NE
(1 n unison)
Pot at oes and buns.

Jinmmy gets up fromthe table and heads back to the deck.

CARUSO
We appreciate the nodern sharing of
duties but Jack and | are really
sick of burgers and dogs three tines

a week.

JACK
Can't you teach himto nmake sonething
el se?

CARUSO

| never thought |1'd say this but
|'ve heard zucchini is good grilled.

ELAI NE
| appreciate your dad naki ng di nner.
CARUSO
Maybe he could do the laundry. O
vacuum
JACK

| could learn to cook. Spaghetti
doesn't | ook that hard.

ELAI NE
Thanks, but we don't want to hurt
your dad's feelings.
Jimmry enters with a plate of potatoes and buns.
Caruso gets up fromthe table.

CARUSO
"1l get the mayo.



11.

JACK
Get the peanut butter, too.

JI MW
Jack, how was school ?

Caruso puts the mayo and peanut butter on the table.

JACK
Bor i ng.

Jack grins at Caruso.

JACK ( CONT' D)
But | didn't fall asleep.

Caruso takes the peanut butter off the table just as Jack
grabs for it.

LATER
El ai ne washes di shes. Jimy clears the table.

Caruso trudges into the kitchen with a stack of
school work. He puts the books and supplies on the table.

CARUSO
How | ong are we gonna do this?

JI MWY
Until your grades get better.

Caruso sits.

CARUSO
| nmeant tonight.

JI MW
Until all your homework's done.

Caruso drops his head onto the table.

CARUSO
"1l be here all night.

| NT. CARUSO HOVE - CARUSO S BEDROOM -- DAY

The sun shines into Caruso's room Caruso sl eeps soundly
when the alarm goes off. He thunps the snooze button and
covers his face with a pillow.

| NT. HI GH SCHOOL - HALLWAY -- DAY
Caruso flies into a wall of |ockers, his backpack and

contents scattering. He slides down the |ocker until he
sits on the fl oor.



12.

Shaq | oons over Caruso.

SHAQ
Britney.

Caruso | ooks up at him He doesn't seemfrightened -
nmore |i ke he has becone accustoned to such treatnent.

WHACK! A nmop cones out of nowhere and smacks Shaq across
t he back of the head.

Shaq turns, rubbing his head.

Bobbi, w elder of the nop, stands in a fencing position
nmop in one hand, left hand curled up. She is dressed in
fencing pants and a black t-shirt. Her backpack is on
the floor next to her.

SHAQ ( CONT' D)
St upi d.

Shag tries to brush the nop away.

Bobbi is too fast for Shag. She noves the nop under and
over and under his hand, spins it, and plunges the nop
squarely into his chest, sending himflying backwards
into the | ockers.

Bobbi waves the filthy fibers under Shaq' s nose.

BOBBI
| picked this up outside the boys'
bat hr oom

She wi ggl es the nop.

BOBBI ( CONT' D)
Mmm  Snel | that bouquet.

Shaq grimaces and wal ks away, wi ping his face with his
shirt.

Bobbi thunps the nmop on the floor triunphantly.

Caruso struggles to his feet and collects his scattered
bel ongi ngs.

CARUSO
Saved by a girl. Again.

BOBBI
Gve it a couple of years. You'l
be the rescuer.



13.

CARUSO
Sonewhere in America there's a schoo
where no one gets picked on.

Bobbi digs a formout of her backpack. She waves the
formin front of Caruso.

BOBBI
If you don't file a conplaint, I
will.

CARUSO

Wiy would you file a conplaint? You
seem capabl e of defendi ng yourself.

Caruso trudges down the hall
Bobbi | ooks over the formin her hand.
| NT. H GH SCHOCL - GYMNASI UM -- DAY

MALE STUDENTS (14-15 years old) are in gymclothes. Shaq,
one of the biggest boys in the group, stands off to the
si de al one.

KYLE, the gymteacher wears fencing pants and a bl ack T-
shirt. Bobbi is next to him She also wears fencing
pants and the black T-shirt.

There is a fencing strip and a scoreboard behind the strip.

KYLE
Today we start our fencing segnent.
The | ocal fencing club | et us borrow
their equi pnment. Bobbi takes cl asses
at the club and will hel p denonstrate.

Kyl e holds up a nask.

KYLE ( CONT' D)
This is your mask. You nmust wear it
on when you fence. The only tinme
you are on the strip without it is
when t he Judge checks your equi pnent
and when you sal ute your opponent.

Kyl e grabs a gl ove.

KYLE ( CONT' D)
Anot her piece of inportant safety
equi pnent is your glove. Even though
there is a spring tip on the bl ade
it can still cause a nasty bruise.

SERI ES OF SHOTS



A) Kyle holds up the vest and puts it on.
B) Bobbi hol ds up the woman's breast plate.
C) Kyle holds up the jacket and puts it on.

D) Kyle and Bobbi hold up the body cords and | oop them
t hrough the | oop on their jacket.

E) Kyl e and Bobbi connect the cords to their bl ades.

F) Kyl e and Bobbi take a fencing position on the strip.
END SERI ES OF SHOTS

Kyl e holds three bl ades. An epee, a foil, and a saber.

KYLE ( CONT' D)
There are three kinds of weapons.

He hol ds up each one as he nanes it.

KYLE ( CONT' D)

A foil. A saber. And an epee.

We'l|l be fencing epee. The rules
and jackets are different for each
but you'll only be |earning the epee.

Kyl e hol ds up the epee.

KYLE ( CONT' D)
On the tip is a spring. Mke sure
it is not damaged. Treat your bl ade
i ke a weapon.

Sone of the boys rough house. Kyle stops and stares at
them They slow their rough housi ng down but continue
pushi ng and poki ng and | aughi ng as they watch at Kyl e.

KYLE ( CONT' D)
VI adimr Smrnov, who won Gol d at
the 1980 A ynpics, was killed in
1982 during the World Chanpi onshi ps
when a bl ade broke and went through
his mask .

This gets the boys' attention and they stop playing and
| ook at the teacher nore seriously. Kyle walks slowy
and nenacingly, glaring at the boys as he speaks.

KYLE ( CONT' D)
. . . plunging into his brain and
killing himinstantly.

He stops and returns to his normal teaching voi ce.

14.



KYLE ( CONT' D)
It was a sad day for fencing, but it
al so put into notion safety standards
for masks.

Kyl e holds up the epee and presses the spring tip.

KYLE ( CONT' D)
The spring tip will budge when it is
pressed agai nst your opponent.

The scoreboard behind Kyle lights on the green side.

KYLE ( CONT' D)
One of you will be attached to the
green light and your opponent wll
be attached to the red light. Wen
your light lights that nmeans you
have touched your opponent and you
will score a point.

Kyl e presses the tip again. The green |ight goes on.

KYLE ( CONT' D)
Whoever gets to five points first
w ns that bout.

Kyl e pushes the tip four nore tines.

KYLE ( CONT' D)
Direct elimnations, also called D
E.'s are fifteen points instead of
five.

Kyl e puts the bl ade down and faces the students.

KYLE ( CONT' D)
Everybody get in a line and face
that wall.

The students get in a line.
KYLE ( CONT' D)

| f you are right-handed hol d your
ri ght hand out.

The right-handed students put their right hand out.
KYLE ( CONT' D)
| f you are left handed hold your
| eft hand out.

The | eft-handed students put their left hand out. Shaq
is |eft-handed.

15.



16.

KYLE ( CONT' D)
Now foll ow your hand wth the sane
foot.

Kyl e denonstrates the correct advance technique for right-
handed fencers.

Kyl e switches hands and denonstrates the correct advance
techni que for |eft-handed fencers.

The students clunsily advance. They have no rhythm
Kyl e shakes his head.
KYLE ( CONT' D)
It makes it easier if the back foot
follows the front foot.
Kyl e denonstrates a snooth advance, again.
The students advance to the end of the gym
KYLE ( CONT' D)
When you get better at advancing
"1l have you retreat, but for now
turn around and continue to advance.

Kyl e turns around and advances to the other wall. The
students do the sane thing.

I NT. H GH SCHOOL - HALLWAY -- DAY

Caruso and Bobbi are at their | ockers.

CARUSO
That was boring. Like dancing only
Wor se.

BOBBI

It gets better. Wit until you
actually get to fence soneone.

CARUSO
You enj oy nmath, too.

BOBBI
Just because | do the work and study
doesn't nean | like it. | plan on

graduating and going to college sone
day. How are you going to earn a
l'iving?

CARUSO
|"ve got about ten years before |
have to decide that.



BOBBI
Time flies. You turn around and the
ki ds are grown.

CARUSO
Huh?

BOBBI
Don't you listen to your parents?
M ne are always |anenting about how
we aren't babi es anynore.

CARUSO
That' s what happens when kids |isten
to their parents. They talk crazy.

BOBBI
|"mnot tal king crazy. |'m concerned
about eventually having to earn a
living. Mrtgage. Goceries. Cable.
Internet. Fencing equi pnent.

Caruso thinks for a second.

CARUSO
Can | live with you?

Bobbi sl ans her |ocker and gives a dirty | ook to Caruso.

BOBBI
Not a chance. | don't need ny parents
whi ni ng about the worthless bum
marri ed.

| NT. CARUSO HOVE - KITCHEN -- NI GHT
Elaine is at the kitchen desk paying bills.
Caruso enters. He |looks at what his nmomis doing.

ELAI NE
How was school ?

CARUSO
Boring. Are you paying bills?

She | ooks surprised at Caruso's question.

ELAI NE
They won't pay thensel ves.

CARUSO
What kind of a job do you think 1"l
get when |'m ol der?

17.



18.

ELAI NE
Not a very good one if your grades
don't pick up

CARUSO
Wuld you mnd if ny wife and kids
lived here?

El ai ne | ooks shocked.

ELAI NE
VWhat ! ?

CARUSO
| don't have a wi fe and ki ds.

El ai ne | ooks relieved.
CARUSO ( CONT' D)
Not now. | mean when |' m ol der.
And | get married. Can | bring ny
wi fe and kids here to live?

ELAI NE
Your dad and | are retiring to Hawaii .

CARUSO
Oh.

Caruso trudges out of the kitchen.

El ai ne watches him still confused, shaking her head.
EXT. BOBBI'S HOVE -- N GHT

Caruso rings the doorbell.

BOBBlI ' S MOM Answers t he door

BOBBI ' S MOM
Hi Caruso. Bobbi is still at fencing.

Caruso | ooks at his watch.

BOBBI ' S MOM ( CONT' D)
They have a guest speaker this
evening. Sone dynpic fencer.

Caruso nods and slinks down the steps.

BOBBI 'S MOM ( CONT' D)
"Il have her call you.

CARUSO
Thanks.



19.
I NT. SCHOCL BUS -- DAY

Caruso sits in the seat |eaning against the window O her
STUDENTS are on board.

The bus stops and Bobbi buoyantly gets on.
She wal ks down the aisle and sits next to Caruso.

CARUSO
You didn't call.

BCOBBI
| got hone really |ate.

Bobbi digs in her back pack and pulls out a picture.
BOBBI ( CONT' D)

| had ny picture taken with an A ynpic
fencer. Look at the nedal.

Caruso gl ances over at the picture. He's intrigued.

CARUSO
They give nedals for fencing?

BOBBI
It's been an A ynpic sport since the
1896 d ynpi cs.

CARUSO
Is that your goal? To fence in the
d ynpi cs?

BOBBI

| haven't really thought about it.
Bobbi puts the picture back in her backpack.

CARUSO
Yeah, right.

Caruso | eans his head agai nst the w ndow.
I NT. HI GH SCHOOL - GYMNASI UM - - DAY

Students are lined up in the gym They all wear fencing
gear. They hold their masks and epee bl ades.

The fencing strips and scoring equi pnent are set up.

Kyl e and Bobbi take their places on the strip. Bobbi has
the red light and Kyle has the green light. They hook up
their cords. They hold their masks in their left hands
and salute with their blades with their right hands.



Kyl e and Bobbi fence.
SERI ES OF SHOTS

Red i ght.

Kyl e and Bobbi fence.
Green light.

Kyl e and Bobbi fence.
Green light.

Kyl e and Bobbi fence.
Red |i ght.

Kyl e and Bobbi fence.
Green light.

Kyl e and Bobbi fence.
Red |i ght.

Kyl e and Bobbi fence.
Green light.

Kyl e and Bobbi fence.
Red |i ght.

Kyl e and Bobbi fence.
Red |i ght.

End series of shots.

Bobbi and Kyl e renove their masks and shake hands.

Shaq | eans over to Caruso.

SHAQ
| challenge you to a duel to the
deat h!

Kyl e wat ches the exchange between Shaq and Caruso.

KYLE
Shaq! You're up!

20.

Shaq takes his place on the strip. He wears a |eft-handed

j acket .



21.
Kyl e hooks Shaqg up.
KYLE ( CONT' D)
Shaq here is left-handed. Watch out
for |left-handed fencers. Mst fencers
are right-handed and it is sonetines

difficult for a fencer to understand
a |l eft-handed fencer's noves.

Bobbi hooks up.

KYLE ( CONT' D)
Check your bl ades.

Shaq stands there. Bobbi noves her weapon toward Shag.
He backs away.

Kyl e grabs Shaq's blade and hits Bobbi's bell with the
bl ade.

Bobbi does the same with her blade touching Shaq's bell.
Bobbi salutes. Shaqg stands there.
KYLE ( CONT' D)
It's common courtesy to salute your
opponent before the bout.
Shag sal utes.

Bobbi and Shaq put their masks on. Bobbi has the green
light, Shaq has the red |ight.

KYLE ( CONT' D)
Fence.

Shaqg creeps forward.
Bobbi | unges and scores a point.
Shag takes off his nask.

SHAQ
She cheat ed.

KYLE
Hardly. Put your nmask back on.

Shaqg gal | ops toward Bobbi. She deftly noves to the side
and Shaq runs past her. As he passes, she scores off his
back.

Shag renoves his nask.

SHAQ
She hit me from behi nd.



KYLE
Then don't run past her.

Caruso | aughs.

Shaq puts his nmask back on and approaches Bobbi .
SERI ES OF SHOTS

Bobbi and Shaq fence.
Green light.

Bobbi and Shaq fence.
Green light.

Bobbi and Shaq fence.
Green light.

END OF SERI ES OF SHOTS.
Shag takes of his mask.

Bobbi takes off her mask and approaches Shag wi th her
hand out.

Shaq starts to unclip hinself.
KYLE ( CONT' D)
It's customary to shake hands after
t he bout .
Shaqg grudgi ngly shakes Bobbi's hand.
Caruso goes up to Bobbi.

CARUSO
That was awesone.

BOBBI
"1l give you sonme pointers.

Caruso and Bobbi go to a corner of the gymasi um

Kyle points to two students who take their place on the
mat s.

CORNER OF THE GYMNASI UM

Bobbi coaches Caruso.



BOBBI ( CONT' D)
Say a fencer is comng at you and
you want to deflect their bl ade.
You do what is called a parry. There
are a lot of intricacies but basically
you slide your blade over which stops
t heir bl ade.

Caruso | ooks conf used.
BOBBI ( CONT' D)
Put your mask on. We'll go over a
coupl e of these things real quick.
Caruso puts his mask on
MAI N GYMNASI UM STRI P
The two students fence.

The green |ight goes on.

KYLE
Hal t . Fi ve. Four .

The students renove their masks and start to unclip
t hensel ves.

KYLE ( CONT' D)
Shake!

The students stop and shake each ot her's hand.

KYLE ( CONT' D)
Shaq and Caruso! You're up!

CORNER OF THE GYMNASI UM
Caruso stops and | ooks terrified.
Bobbi tries to reassure him
BOBBI
You'll do fine. You're faster than
he is. And smarter.
Caruso nods, not really believing her.

CARUSO
Yeah.

Caruso takes a spot on the strip with the red side and
connects his cord.

Shag does the sane, connecting to the green side, with a
swagger and a glare at Caruso.

23.



24.
Caruso | ooks up at Shagq.
Shaq grins and waves his blade from side to side.
Caruso gul ps and gives a pathetic wave to Shaq.

KYLE
Shaq. Salute correctly.

Shaqg gi ves an enphatic sal ute.
Both fencers put their masks on.

KYLE ( CONT' D)
Fence.

Shag rushes toward Caruso.

Caruso sidesteps himand Shaqg runs past.
Caruso hits Shaq in the back.

Shag whi ps off his nask.

SHAQ
VWhat's with the hitting in the back!?

KYLE
| f you stay in front of your opponent
they won't be able to hit you in the
back. One. Zero.
Shag angrily puts his nmask back on.
Shag approaches Caruso nore slowy this tine.
Shaq | unges.

Caruso parries and |unges scoring a point. Both boys
| ook at the scoreboard.

The red light is lit. Caruso does a "yes" sign

KYLE ( CONT' D)
Two. Zer o.

They return to the start position and approach each ot her.
Caruso | unges and scores a point.

KYLE ( CONT' D)
Thr ee. Zer 0.

Caruso is standing taller, nore confident.



25.

Caruso advances toward Shag. Shaq lunges. Caruso parries
and flicks off Shaq' s back, scoring another point.

Shag renoves his nask.

SHAQ
| didn't run past himand he stil
hit nme in the back

KYLE
It's called flicking and it is an
accept abl e touch. Four. Zero.

Shag angrily puts his mask back on.
Bot h boys approach.
Shaq | unges.

Caruso quickly retreats | eaving Shag in an awkward
posi tion.

Caruso |lunges while Shaq is still down.

KYLE ( CONT' D)
Fi ve. Zer 0.

Bobbi quietly claps her hands together quickly.

Caruso confidently renoves his mask and shakes Shaq's
hand.

KYLE ( CONT' D)
Good job students. Next class we'll
go over sone of the noves you saw
t oday.

Bobbi approaches Caruso.

BOBBI
You're a natural.

CARUSO
Sonmething |I'mactually good at?

BOBBI
Sonet hi ng you actually enjoy?

CARUSO
It was fun.

Caruso nods, realizing what he did.

CARUSO ( CONT' D)
| beat Shaq.
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