FADE | N
I NT. M DWESTERN SCHOCL - ElI GHTH GRADE SClI ENCE CLASS -- DAY

The lab is crammed with desks, lab tables, and a m xture of
chem stry equi prent, enbal med parts, and el ectronics that
woul d make M T proud.

In the corner, covered with a sheet so that only the feet
are visible, is a nmechanical cow. It is four feet high and
five feet |ong.

DUSTY (13), short and stocky, sits on a stool in front of
the teacher's desk. He |ooks bored and tired.

TODD ( TOADY) FROST (13), snmart AND cool, shoves a m crophone
in Dusty's face. Determned, he'll stay until Dusty gets it
right.

TOADY
Agai n.

DUSTY
Mbo.

ROBI N HUNTI NGTON (13), pigtails, brains, and a tonboy, enters
and hops up on a desk.

ROBI N
That cow sounds |i ke she swal | owed
her cud.

DUSTY

Thi nk you can do better?

ELLEN (13), tall and | adylike, enters and slowy lifts the
cover off the object. The body of the tinker-toy type cow
is visible.

ELLEN
Cows are female. You shouldn't be
nooi ng.

Toady rushes over and pulls down the sheet.
ROBI N

Li ke anyone is going to notice
with Dusty's squeaky little voi ce.



HALLWAY/ CLASSROOM
Toady peaks out the door. He |ooks both ways down the hall.

KI PPER (13), a mniature science professor, |eans agai nst
the wall. Gves a wave to Toady.

CLASSROOM
Toady cl oses the door, barricading it wth his body.
Dusty junps off the stool and druns the seat.

DUSTY
Hop up here, | adies.

El | en hops up on the seat and does a femnine rendition of a
noo.

ELLEN
Mb00000.
ROBI N
My turn.
Robin takes Ellen's place on the stool. She does a barnyard

of ani mal sounds.

RCBI N ( CONT' D)
Cl uck, oink, growl, woof, neow.

TOADY
W need a sinple cow.

Dusty lifts the cover and surveys the cow

DUSTY
You got sinpl e.

Toady rushes over and pulls the cover back down.

TOADY
Ki pper's out there.

ELLEN
It's your science project, Toady,
why aren't you npoi ng?

DUSTY
Ever hear a whoopee cushion?



3.

MR. KABACHECK, science teacher, unkenpt, greasy hair, poorly-
dressed, a teen's worst nightmare for a stepdad, enters
juggling a stack of notebooks and a vase of w | dfl owers.

MR.  KABACHECK
| can give you kids a ride hone.

DUSTY
No thanks M. Kabacheck. My dad's
giving us a ride.

El l en and Dusty scurry out the door.

M . Kabacheck exam nes the flowers, proud of hinself. He
tries to hand the flowers to Toady. Toady doesn't take them

MR.  KABACHECK
These flowers are for your nother.

Toady scow s.

TOADY
She' s not picking ne up.

M . Kabacheck is di sappoi nted.

TOADY ( CONT' D)
Her malaria's getting worse.

A scow from Robin.

MR KABACHECK
Wnen i ke flowers.

TOADY
My nother's deathly allergic to
flowers. She gets these wart things
all over her. They ooze and snell.

Robin rolls her eyes.
M . Kabacheck throws the flowers in the garbage.
MR.  KABACHECK
s she allergic to Italian food?
There's a great new restaurant |1'd
like to take her to.

Toady is nortified.



TOADY
Li ke on a date?

HALLWAY

Dusty and Ell en peer around the corner. Kipper sneaks up
behi nd them

ELLEN
Maybe he tied them up

DUSTY
Cabbage isn't that weird.

Dusty and Ellen realize they are being watched. They turn
around to confront Kipper.

KI PPER
How s the project com ng al ong?

DUSTY
What project?

KI PPER
Your science project.

| nnocent | ooks between Dusty and El I en.

DUSTY
| didn't enter. How about you,
El | en?

ELLEN

| didn't enter, either.

Kl PPER
Toady and Robin entered. How s
their, um oh, what is that thing
cal | ed?

DUSTY
Sci ence Project.

Ki pper's not getting anywhere. He |eaves.
Dusty and Ell en watch hi m go.

ELLEN
He isn't Dick Tracy.



CLASSROOM
M . Kabacheck punps Toady for information.

MR. KABACHECK
| want to ask your nom out, but
sonet hi ng keeps com ng up. Malaria.
Then her knee. Then the appearance
of dead Aunt Sue.

TOADY
It's a shane.

MR. KABACHECK
"1l bring over pizza.

Toady thinks fast.

TOADY
We'll need fifteen extra | arge.

MR.  KABACHECK
Your brother a big eater?

TOADY
Brot hers and sisters. There's
thirty of us.

Anot her scowl from Robin.

MR.  KABACHECK
They don't go to school here.

TOADY
They don't go to school. They're
ki nd of strange.

MR, KABACHECK
Strange?

TOADY
You'd be strange too, if you were
| ocked in the basenent.
HALLWAY

Robi n and Toady rush out of the classroom wheeling the
covered object.

El l en and Dusty cone out from hiding behind the corner.



The kids walk to their | ockers.

ELLEN
Why did you stay in there so | ong?

TOADY
Cabbage wants to date my not her

Dusty's horrified.

DUSTY
Did you get your nother out of
t hat one?
Toady nods.
TOADY

| made her sound | ess desirabl e.

ELLEN
Your nother owes you big tine.

ROBI N
|f she doesn't die fromthe shock
or end up in jail.

DUSTY
VWhat did you tell hin

ROBI N
You have to stop lying. Your nother
Is going to kill you when she finds
out .

TOADY
You t hink Cabbage is going to say,
"Here's your son's report card.
He seens so wel | -adjusted
considering his nother has thirty
children hidden in the basenent."”

DUSTY
Your nom has thirty children?

ELLEN
| need to conb ny hair.

DUSTY
Your hair | ooks fine.



ELLEN
You can be so cl uel ess.

El l en | eaves.

ROBI N
(sarcastically)
Cabbage woul d make a great dad.

She hol ds her hand over her nouth, nmaking gaggi ng sounds.

ROBI N ( CONT' D)
Ugh, puke, gag, gag.

DUSTY
You' d get straight A s.

The ki ds renove books fromtheir | ockers.

BATHROOM

TOADY
| get straight A's, now

DUSTY
You woul dn't even have to go to
cl ass.

TOADY
|"d be too enbarrassed to go to
cl ass.

ROBI N

Your nomw || date sone day.
Suppose he's worse than cabbage?

TOADY
My nomis never going to date.
Your dad's not dating. You could
get a future nother who makes
Dracul a | ook good.

RCBI N
My dad's job keeps himtoo busy.

El | en washes her hands. She pulls a paper towel out of

di spenser.

A brown glob falls out of the paper towel.

a toad that hops away.

Ell en freaks out.

—_—+
- >



HALLWAY
Ell en runs, angry and scream ng, fromthe bathroom
Toady, Robin, and Dusty ignore her. Ellen is enraged.
ELLEN
Are you ever going to get those
frog things out of here?

Toady grabs two nets out of his | ocker and hands one to Robin.
They trudge off to the bathroom

RCBI N
Six years tines two dozen original
t oads.
TOADY
Four dozen.
RCBI N
Qur grandchildren wll still be

hunti ng toads.
EXT. BANK -- DAY
Smal | town bank
A sign proclains "Science Project Supporter.™
The BANK GUARD stands at the door, opening it for the PATRONS.
| NT. BANK - MR CGRAYSTONE' S OFFI CE -- DAY

In front of the desk are two chairs and a small table with
magazi nes.

Toady sits in front of M. G aystone's desk. He holds a
| arge dog collar and his | aptop.

Robi n holds a collar and has wires and el ectrodes taped to
her arnms and | egs.

MR. GRAYSTONE taps a check on the desk.

MR. GRAYSTONE
Are you on schedul e?

TOADY
Yes, sir.



9.
Toady reaches for the check. M. Gaystone sets it aside.

ROBI N
Actual ly, we're ahead of schedul e.

Toady fl ashes Robin a | ook.
M. Gaystone wites out an appoi ntnent card.

MR, GRAYSTONE
Your next appoi ntnment.

M. Gaystone hands the card to Toady.

MR, GRAYSTONE ( CONT' D)
Before | give you the next
installment, 1'll need to see what
you' ve actual ly done.

EXT. BANK -- DAY

Toady and Robin exit carrying bags with their equipnment. An
anxi ous Toady turns on Robin.

TOADY
Ahead of schedul e? W're not even
cl ose.

ROBI N

W' re ahead by four hours.

TOADY
Not by ny cal cul ati ons.

ROBI N
Then | guess you better stop fishing
around and get off your feet.

TOADY
Get off ny feet?

CAFETERI A

Crowded w th STUDENTS.

Robin, Dusty, and Ellen are at a long table with their |unch.
El l en renoves baggies filled wth salad fixings, broccoli,

carrots with the tops still on, and various other healthy
food itens from her | unchbox.
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Dusty and Robin have a tray with school food including mashed
carrots and nmashed pot at oes.

ROBI N
What is this orange, um spinach?

DUSTY
Spi nach is green.

Toady sets his tray down on the table and sits. He isn't
happy.

ELLEN
Somret hi ng wr ong?
ROBI N
We're in deep dollar bills.
DUSTY
Dollar bills is a bad thing?
TOADY
W have to get a noo before Monday.
DUSTY
" mworking at the petting zoo
this weekend. | can get a noo, if

you cone hel p.

TOADY
WIIl the cow npo on command? We
don't have nuch tine.

DUSTY
Not on command. But cl ose enough.
ROBI N
What' s cl ose enough?
ELLEN
Don't ask.
DUSTY

She sneezed once.

ELLEN
Too | ate.



DUSTY
| couldn't let the little kids pet
her with those yell ow boogers, but
nmy napkin was covered with the
mayonnai se | took off ny sandw ch,
so | used broccoli.

ROBI N
| hate broccoli

DUSTY
So does sone fanobus actor.

ELLEN
Pr esi dent .

TOADY
Ex- presi dent.

DUSTY
| wonder if his nmother ran out of
ti ssues one day.

TOADY
Maybe you'll grow up to be a
presi dent .

ROBI N
Swearing's ny thing, not |ying.
Maybe you

TOADY
Can't | just give you the recorder
and sone broccoli?

DUSTY
You want ny sound effects you'l
have to work.

ROBI N
They're not your sound effects.

They belong to the cow with broccol

inits nose.

DUSTY
You don't put the broccoli inits
nose, you rub it gently, like a

ti ssue.

11.
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TOADY
Maybe the broccoli will nake you
noo better.

Toady grabs a piece of broccoli fromEllen and rubs it across
Dusty's nose.

TOADY (CONT' D)
Moo, Dusty.

Dusty grabs a carrot and sw shes the leafy top across Toady's
face.

DUSTY
Go away, you pervert.

Toady rubs a carrot top across Robin's nose.

TOADY
Mbo, Robi n.

ROBI N
You' re an astronaut.

Dusty's confused.

DUSTY
That's bad?

Robin plays wth the mashed pot at oes.
ROBI N
The potatoes are |lunpy. And they
taste |i ke pudding.

Dusty scoops up a giant spoonful of potatoes and shovel s
themin his nmouth. He pronptly spits out the nout hful

DUSTY

This tastes |ike pudding to you?
RCBI N

| promsed ny dad |'d give up

sweari ng.
Dusty rubs his nouth, vigorously, with the napkin.
DUSTY

You giving up bad words i s going
to kill ne.
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| NT. LI BRARY -- DAY
Robi n and Toady enter.

ROBI N
Hol d on.

Robin stops at the bulletin board that |ists services from
an assortment of professionals.

A flyer for Gen Huntington is promnently displayed al ong
W th numerous business cards. The flyer states that he is a
reasonabl y-priced, conpetent, attorney.

Robin carefully straightens the flyer and adds nore business
cards.

The mal e LIBRARI AN (30's), enters carrying an arnful of books.

LI BRARI AN
Toady. Those books your nom want ed
cane in. [I'll drop them by your

house. When will your nom be honme?
Toady studies the Librarian. He knows where this is heading.
TOADY

Thanks, but |I'm not going to have
tinme to read themto her.

LI BRARI AN
s she ill?
TOADY
You didn't know ny nother can't
read?
Taken aback.
LI BRARI AN

There are prograns.
TOADY

My nmom hat es books. That's how we
heat the house in w nter.

A shocked Librarian retreats to the bookshel ves.

ROBI N
You are so dead.
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EXT. LI BRARY -- DAY

Robi n and Toady shuffle down the front steps carrying an
arnful of books.

ROBI N
If it was a choice between a
Li brarian and M. Kabacheck who
woul d you pick?

TOADY
Poi son oak. Poison ivy. Broken
leg. Broken arm That's a tough
one.

ROBI N
| f you had to choose.

TOADY
My nomis not even interested in
dating. She's busy with Brat and
me, and wor ki ng.

ROBI N
But if you had to.

TOADY
| don't have to. So, drop it.

EXT. MAIN STREET -- DAY
Small stores and a church on the corner.

Toady and Robin conti nue down the street carrying the books.
Coming fromthe opposite direction is PRI NClI PAL JONES.

RCOBI N
Anot her one with the hots for your
mother. 1'd die if ny dad were a
princi pal .

TOADY
Isn"t going to happen.

RCOBI N
If she'll go out with Cabbage,
she'll go out with anyone.

PRI NCI PAL JONES
Good afternoon, children.
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TOADY
Good afternoon, Principal Jones.

PRI NCI PAL JONES
| have opera tickets for Saturday.
Maybe you and your nmom woul d |i ke
to join ne.

ROBI N
(sarcastically)
Toady | oves opera.

A | ook.

TOADY
W can't. M nomhas a date on
Sat ur day.

A group of NUNS and a PRIEST exit the church and continue
down t he sidewal k.

PRI NCI PAL JONES
Then perhaps Friday evening. O
maybe a picnic on Sunday.

Toady wat ches the group.

TOADY
She can't do anything on Sunday.
She's dating a priest.

PRI NCI PAL JONES
| haven't seen your nother with
any nen.

TOADY
He's a nun. Studying for the
pri est hood.

Principal Jones is shocked. Robin grabs Toady's arm
ROBI N
We need to |l eave. | hear your nom
scream ng
Toady and Robin rush off.
I NT. GLEN S OFFI CE -- DAY

One |l awer office. A waiting roomfor the Secretary and an
interior office for den.



16.
WAI TI NG ROOM

The waiting roomis small with a few confortable chairs and
a secretary's desk. [It's standing roomonly as an assortnent
of young, attractive WOVEN receive applications fromthe
secretary, MRS. THATCHER (80's).

Toady survey's the room

Robin is disnmayed. As Ms. Thatcher hands out the
applications, Robin grabs them before the wonen can take
t hem

ROBI N
What ' s happeni ng?

MRS. THATCHER
|"mretiring, honey. Your dad
needs a new secretary.

RCBI N
You can't retire. M dad needs
you.

Sonme of the wonen hand in conpleted applications. Robin
grabs these before Ms. Thatcher can get them

MRS. THATCHER
|"meighty-five. | want to sit on
a beach while I can still drink
pi na col adas through a straw and
not a tube.

Robi n | ooks around at the pretty wonen.
RCBI N
He needs soneone older with lots
and | ots of experience.
MRS. THATCHER
He needs soneone younger with lots
and | ots of energy.
GLEN S OFFI CE
Sinple office. Desk, bookcases, a couple of chairs.
GLEN HUNTI NGTON (30's), works furiously at his conputer

Robi n enters, perturbed.



Toady shuffles in behind her.

RCOBI N
You can't let Ms. Thatcher go.

GLEN
She worked for Lincoln. She
deserves sone tinme for fun

ROBI N
You need soneone who can type, not
eye candy.

GLEN
Eye candy?

ROBI N

Those fluffy things out there. |
bet none of them have ever even
seen a typewiter

TOADY
There m ght be an antique collector
or two in the group.

Looks from Robi n.

TOADY ( CONT' D)
O maybe not.

GLEN
The new Secretary can use the
conput er.

Toady scurries out of the room

ROBI N
How did you advertise?

GLEN
Ms. Thatcher's taking care of it.

ROBI N
That explains it. A bad secretary
wi |l make you renmenber her.

GLEN
Ms. Thatcher has al ways done a
wonderful job. She'll find an

excel l ent repl acenent.
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Robi n storns out.
WAI TI NG ROOM
Robin is furious as she | ooks around the room
Toady has a devilish grin.

TOADY
| f you had to choose.

Robi n smacks him

EXT. STREET -- DAY

Robi n stonps down the street.

Toady sticks his armin a mail box, banging it on the sides.

TOADY
The evil stepnom has ne. Save
yoursel f.

Robi n ignores him continuing down the street.
A WOVAN arrives with a handful of envel opes.
Toady sheepi shly renoves his arm

TOADY (CONT' D)
Don't get too close. It's really
hungry.

| NT. GROCERY STORE -- DAY

Toady and Robin examine the bulletin board. A poster of

A en is hidden behind several other flyers. Robin renpves
the other flyers, leaving Aen's poster the center of
attention. She adds nore business cards.

Robi n scri bbles in her notebook, rips out the page and adds
it tothe bulletin board. The flyer states "very old man
want ed as secretary for |law office.”

TOADY
Isn't that illegal or sonething?

ROBI N
You have to balance it with points.
| specified man but | bal anced it
with ol d.



Toady | ooks confused.

TQADY
Never heard that one.
ROBI N
Stick with ne. You'll hear lots

of new stuff.

SODA Al SLE
Toady and Robi n pick out drinks.

ROBI N
W need a nane.

TOADY
W have nanes.

ROBI N
For the cow W can't just keep
calling it Science Project or "the
cow thing."

TOADY
How about Spot ?

ROBI N
Too common.

A GRCCER (30's), wheels boxes to stack.

GROCER

Doi ng the shopping for your nonf?
TOADY

We were just getting drinks.
GROCER

How i s she?
TOADY

Not too well. Her foot fungus is

now up to her knee. Can | get a
di scount on a case of bandages to
cover the green oozing ness?

Toady and Robin scurry down the aisle | eaving a nauseous

G ocer.

19.
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ROBI N
You are worse than dead.

TOADY
Yeah, yeah.

I NT. ALYCI A FROST' S HOUSE - KI TCHEN -- DAY

An eat-in kitchen with a large table and a sw ngi ng door
| eading into the living room

ALYCI A FROST, thirties, exam nes the newspaper, | ooking
concer ned.

Toady and Robin enter. Toady carries a mlk jug.

ALYCl A
Did you get the mlk?

Toady shakes it under her nose.

TOADY
Aw, gee. Muist have forgot.

Al ycia gently brushes the m |k aside as she circles an item
in the paper.

ROBI N
Good readi ng? Who got whacked
this week?

ooks up, startled at Robin's comment. Robin grins.
m | es.

n —

TOADY
We're going to work on the cow.

Al ycia dials a phone nunber.
ALYCl A

(i nto phone)
Hello. I'mcalling about the ad
in the paper.
Toady and Robin stop in their tracks and watch Al yci a.

ALYCI A ( CONT' D)

(i nto phone)
Eight? 1'll be there. Thank you.

She hangs up.



TOADY
What are you doi ng?

ALYCl A
The store announced that they're
closing in tw nonths. |'ve got

to find anot her job.
Al yci a dials another nunber.
ALYCI A ( CONT' D)

(i nto phone)
M . Kabacheck, please.

Toady's about to pass out.
ALYClI A ( CONT' D)
(i nto phone)
Wul d you tell him Alycia Frost
cal | ed?
Toady pushes Robin through the kitchen door.
L1 VI NG ROOM
The living roomis sinply furnished.
TOADY
What woul d you think of ny nom
wor ki ng for your dad?
KI TCHEN LI VI NG ROOM

Robi n pushes the door and peeks in at Alycia.

LI VI NG ROOM
ROBI N
She's young and pretty.
TOADY
It would be Iike working with
famly.
ROBI N
Maybe.
TOADY

It cones down to choices. You
want one of those floozies or ny
nonf
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ROBI N
You're just afraid she'll pick M.
Kabacheck

Toady wi pes the sweat off his face with his sl eeve.
Robi n heads upstairs, taunting Toady.
ROBI N ( CONT' D)
Toady Kabacheck. Toady Kabacheck.
Has a nice ring.
I NT. GLEN S OFFI CE - VWAI TI NG ROOM - - DAY

A young, attractive, SECRETARY, outfit nore appropriate for
evening than office, sits at Ms. Thatcher's desk

Robin stares at the secretary.
Toady sni ckers.

SECRETARY
Can | help you?

Robin is less than polite.

ROBI N
| don't know. Can you?

SECRETARY
What kind of legal difficulties
are you in?

RCBI N
I"'mthirteen, in a town the size
of a postage stanp you nush --

Toady cups his hand over Robin's nmouth as she becones | ouder
and increasingly agitated. He drags her, voice nuffled,
into Aen's office.

GLEN S OFFI CE

RCBI N
| was going to say "mushroom™

The office is enpty.

Robi n sticks her head into the waiting area and addresses
the secretary.
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GLEN S OFFI CE/ WAI TI NG ROOM

ROBI N
Bow of soup. Were's ny dad?

Toady covers her nouth.
The secretary just |ooks at them

TOADY
She neans, "excuse ne, could you
pl ease tell nme where M. Huntington
is."”

SECRETARY
He's in court.

TOADY
Thank you.

Toady drags a furious Robin, his hand over her nouth, through
the waiting area.

EXT. GLEN S OFFI CE -- DAY
Robi n straighten's her clothes. Toady grins.
TOADY
That is one fine | ooking potenti al
stepnother in there.

RCBI N
Toady Kabacheck.

| NT. COURTHOUSE -- DAY

Gen talks to an attractive female LAWER  They're too
pl easant for it to be just business.

Toady and Robin enter and stop in their tracks.
Robi n funes.
Toady grabs her arm and sw ngs her back toward the entrance.

TOADY
Forget it. Too many w tnesses.



24.
I NT. ALYCI A FROST' S HOUSE - KI TCHEN -- DAY

Alycia frantically stirs a large pot of stew. She quickly
grabs pot hol ders and renoves a tray of cookies fromthe
oven.

Toady, Robin, Ellen, Dusty, and den, enter.

TOADY
The science class is here.

ELLEN
H, M. Frost.

Al yci a kicks the oven door closed and puts the cookies on
t he counter.

DUSTY
VWat's that weird snell ?

Ellen | ooks in the stew pot.

ELLEN
Veget abl es.

TOADY
The rest of the kids couldn't make
it. You know Robin and her dad.

Alycia takes off the pothol ders and shakes hands with 4 en.

GLEN
VWhat tinme should I pick up Robin?

TOADY
Why don't you stay for supper?
And eat a lot. M nom has plenty.

GLEN

That's for your nomto decide.
ALYCl A

Pl ease stay. | was expecting

Toady's science cl ass.
Toady grabs Robin.
TOADY

Come with ne. | need to show you
uh, sonet hi ng.



25.
Toady heads through the sw nging door with the other children.
LI VI NG ROOM
Toady and Robin listen at the door.
Dusty and Ellen turn on the television and sit on the couch.
Toady pushes the door open slightly.
Robi n peeks over his shoul der.

ROBI N

Genius couldn't cone up with
anyt hing better than "sonet hi ng?"

TOADY

Shhh. | can't hear.
RCOBI N

We shoul dn't be eavesdroppi ng.
TOADY

This is our future.
RCOBI N

Suppose they don't |ike each other?
TOADY

They' Il |ike each other.
RCBI N

If they really |ike each other
they could get married, and we'll
be si blings.

TOADY
|"d rather you were ny sister than
sonme ot her weirdo.

ROBI N

Then we'll hate each other.
TOADY

Says who?
ROBI N

You gave Brat that awful nicknane.
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