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FADE | N:
EXT. COUNTY ADM NI STRATI ON BUI LDI NG -- DAY

Angry PROTESTERS crowd the front steps, sidewal k, and street.
They wave signs stating "Cut County Spending," and "Lower
Property Taxes Now. "

A CAMERA CREW has COWM SSI ONER BENNETT, (30's), lifetine
bureaucrat, cornered. A REPORTER holds a m crophone in front
of the comm ssioner's face.

COVMM SSI ONER BENNETT
The comm ssioners are determ ned
not to increase taxes. W have a
very vi abl e pl an.

| NT. COUNTY ADM NI STRATI ON BUI LDI NG - HALLWAY -- DAY

The hallway is enpty. On one side of the hallway is a gl ass
wall with glass doors. A conference roomis visible through
t he gl ass.

Posted on the door is a "notice of executive session."”
CONFERENCE ROOM

This is a large room neant for sessions where the public
and press are invited.

There is a conference table for the comm ssioners, chairs
for spectators, and a press table.

At the conference table sits LYLE BENNETT, (30's),
Comm ssi oner Bennett's brother. |npeccably groomed, very
nice suit, and all-business. A WORRIED COW SSI ONER sits
next to Lyle.

An ANGRY COWMM SSI ONER st ands by the wi ndow | ooki ng down at
the protesters.

LYLE
"1l cut the departnent’'s spendi ng
by half within six nonths.

Conmi ssi oner Bennett enters.

WORRI ED COWM SSI ONER
Can you do it w thout any backl ash?



COWMM SSI ONER BENNETT
Backl ash i s al ways over taxes or
bad roads.

ANGRY COWM SSI ONER
| don't see any signs demandi ng
better schools or safer streets.

COW SSI ONER BENNETT
We don't have many options.

WORRI ED COWMM SSI ONER
| agree. Go for it.

The others nod in agreenent.

The angry conm ssioner continues to glare at the protesters
on the ground bel ow.

ANGRY COWM SSI ONER
Leave property taxes the same, cut
costs, and get these fucking people
of f our backs.

| NT. COW SSI ONER BENNETT' S CAR -- DAY

The car is county-owned. Wiite. No frills. The protesters
are visible through the w ndow.

Lyle fiddles with a small box while Comm ssi oner Bennett
drives.

LYLE

Not hi ng brings out citizens' ire
i ke taxes.

This is not a pleasant subject for Comm ssioner Bennett.

COWM SSI ONER BENNETT
Asshol es.

Lyl e grins, nodding. He exam nes the box.

LYLE
VWat's the gift?

COWM SSI ONER BENNETT
Comm ssioners are giving the
traditional watch. Mac's enpl oyees
are giving their own gift.

Comm ssi oner Bennett is torn between amazenent and anger.



COWM SSI ONER BENNETT ( CONT' D)
Get this. A boat trip to neet |ong-
| ost rel atives.

LYLE
We pay themtoo much. On the subject
of pay, what's the procedure for
getting an advance?

COVWM SS| ONER BENNETT
There isn't one.

LYLE
He gets a cruise and | have to wait
two weeks for a check.

Lyl e puts the box on the dashboard.

LYLE ( CONT' D)
How do | get the insurance noved
up?

COWM SSI ONER BENNETT
Three nonths. You can make it three
nmont hs.

LYLE
Alice is due in two.

COWM SS|I ONER BENNETT
l['ll see what | can do.

| NT. MENTAL HEALTH SERVI CES BUI LDI NG - CAFETERI A -- DAY

A retirement party for a nuch-loved director. Pot-I|uck
contributions are on the buffet table. EMPLOYEES decorate
t he room

RUPERT, (30's), pleasant and easy-goi ng, renoves ball oons
froma package, inflates them and puts themin a box.

DEI DRE, (60's), sweet and grandnotherly, hands the inflated
bal | oons to ROGER, (60's). Roger stands on the |adder quickly
taping the balloons to the wall as he nervously watches the
door .

ROGER
Where's Carnen? She's going to
mss Mac's retirenent.



EXT. MENTAL HEALTH SERVI CES BUI LDI NG -- DAY

EMPLOYEES wat ch PUFFY, a small, dirty, dog cowering under a
bush.

CEORGE, (30's), asliny little man, stands in front.

CARMEN, (40), attractive, but hiding it with professionalism
rushes up and gets on her knees in front of the bush.

- GEORGE
| call ed ni ne-one-one.

CARVEN
For this?

| NT. CARMEN S CAR -- DAY

Carmen pulls sweaters, books, and ganes out of a | arge box.
She digs through a litter bag and finds a hal f-eaten burger.
She peels the sticky bread and dried condinents off the neat.
EXT. MENTAL HEALTH SERVI CES BUI LDI NG -- DAY

Carnmen waves the nmeat under the hungry dog's nose and coaxes
himinto the box.

The enpl oyees appl aud. George | ooks on in disgust.

Carnmen carries the box to the door as police cruisers,
anbul ances, and fire trucks storminto the parking | ot.

CARVEN
(to George)
"1l let you explain the energency.

GEORGE
It could have rabies.

| NT. MENTAL HEALTH SERVI CES BUI LDI NG - CAFETERI A -- DAY
The enpl oyees continue decorating.

Carnmen enters carrying a |large tray of baked goodi es and
pl aces them on the table.

Roger rel axes when he sees her.

ROGER
Finally.



Carnmen renoves a large plastic cruise ship fromunder the
t abl e.

Dei dre hands Roger the last of the balloons. Rupert crunples
up the enpty package.

RUPERT
Last balloon. Were did you hide
t he extras?
Carnmen signs the ship and hands it to Roger to sign
CARMEN
Men's bathroom Cabinet with the
toil et paper.
These are happy enpl oyees with a sense of hunor.

DElI DRE
They' || never | ook there.

Roger signs the ship and hands it to Rupert.

RUPERT
There's a cabinet wth toil et paper?

Rupert signs the ship.
Roger clinbs down the | adder.

ROGER
"1l get the ball oons.

BATHROOM

George washes and dries his hands as Lyle enters.

GEORCGE
Are you Lyl e?
LYLE
Yes.
They shake.
GEORCGE
Jul ius has said good things about
you. |I'd like your advice on a

situation, when you have tine.

LYLE
Sur e t hing.



Roger enters and gets the party supplies.

ROGER
Lyl e?

Roger extends his hand. They shake.

ROGER ( CONT' D)
| " m Roger.

JULIUS, (30's), enters. Geets Lyle pleasantly.
JULI US
It's going to be great working with
you, again.

LYLE
Li kew se.

JULI US
You' ve net Roger, ny boss?

LYLE
Yes, we've net.

Roger nods. There's sonething unconfortabl e about the whole
exchange. Roger grabs the party supplies and exits.

CAFETERI A

Rupert neticul ously places plastic silverware on the buffet
table while Deidre puts out plates.

DEI DRE
|"mgoing to cry.
RUPERT
You can cry after you neet the new

boss.

MAC, (60's), kind and professional enters with Comm ssioner
Bennett behind him They head for the podi um

Carmen approaches Lyle. They shake hands.

CARMEN
|"m Carnmen, Director of Wrk
Services. W have a dinner neeting
pl anned for this evening, if it
meets wth your plans. It's at
Dol ches. One of us woul d be happy
to give --



Lyle is inpatient.

LYLE
-- I"l'l neet you there.

Carnmen slips back into the group

DEI DRE
S. O B.
CARVEN
Bad timng. | should have grabbed

himafter the reception.

At the podium Conm ssioner Bennett gives Mac the box and
mechani cal |y shakes his hand. The roomis quiet.

COWMM SSI ONER BENNETT
Mac, thank you for your dedication
to the County.

Mac i s sincere.

MAC
Thank you. [I'lIl mss this group.
You are the nost dedi cated, hardest
wor ki ng peopl e | have ever known.

LATER
Comm ssi oner Bennett is at the podi um
COVMM SSI ONER BENNETT

It gives nme great pleasure to
i ntroduce Mac's repl acenent.

Sone enpl oyees whi sper comments to each other, |ike children
in a classroom after each of Comm ssioner Bennett's
i ntroductory renarks.

Roger | eans over to Deidre.

ROGER
Repl acenent ny ass.

COW SSI ONER BENNETT
|'ve known Lyle for many years.

CGeorge whispers to Rupert.

GEORGE
They' re brothers.



COW SSI ONER BENNETT
The comm ssion chose himfor his
vast array of experience.

Rupert whi spers to George.
RUPERT
You get lots of experience when you
only stay on a job six nonths.

COW SSI ONER BENNETT
Pl ease wel cone Lyl e Bennett.

Hal f - heart ed appl ause.
LATER
The enpl oyees hel p thensel ves to the buffet.

SUZY, a nursing student, young, cute, bubbly, unwaps a plate
of brownies. She stands next to Lyle.

Suzy
" m Suzy. |'mdoing a nursing
practicumw th Deidre.

Lyl e extends his hand to shake it.

Suzy puts her hand on Lyle and gazes into his eyes,
flirtatiously.

SUZY (CONT' D)
This is a great place. 1'd like to
find a permanent position here.
Ceorge and Rupert glance over at Lyle and Suzy.

RUPERT
Nobody sees this?

Ceorge turns away.

GEORGE
Not ne.

| NT. MENTAL HEALTH SERVI CES BUI LDI NG - LYLE' S OFFI CE -- DAY

Nice office. Not plush, but decent. Upper |evel managenent
in a governnent agency.

Lyl e pitches Mac's things into a box. Naneplate, coffee
cup, and pictures fromthe credenza.



9.

The pictures are of Mac's famly but also famly pictures of
enpl oyees, Carnen, Deidre and ot hers.

Mac enters and retrieves his coffee cup.

MAC
Didn't waste any tine.

LYLE
| thought you took everything you
want ed.

Mac exam nes an enpl oyee picture.

MAC
You don't want the pictures?

LYLE
This is an office not a living room

JOYCE, forties, enters with a stack of fol ders and papers.
She places themon Lyle's desk as she states what they are.

JOYCE
Personnel files, organization charts,
and salary | evels you want ed.

CARMEN S OFFI CE

Ni ce, but smaller than Lyle's.

Puffy sits by Carmen's desk watching her as she rummages
through a drawer. She finds a pop-top-can of beef stew and
dunps it onto a piece of paper. Puffy gobbles it.

Joyce enters. Puffy runs under the desk

JOYCE (CONT' D)
New patient?

CARMEN
Cut e.

JOYCE
| need your help.

HALLWAY

Carnmen and Joyce wal k rapidly down the hall.



10.
JOYCE ( CONT' D)

| couldn't find George or anyone
from George' s departnent.

They reach the nen's room Loud GROANS
MEN S ROOM

An elderly man is on the floor in a stall next to his
wheel chair. Carnmen thunps the energency button by the stool.

JOYCE ( CONT' D)
No one answered it.

Carnmen and Joyce lift the man back into his chair.
HALLWAY/ LYLE' S OFFI CE

CGeorge, Julius, and Lyle laugh at an unheard joke. Carnen
gl ances into the office as she wal ks by.

LYLE
Can | help you?

CARVEN
| was | ooking for Ceorge.

CGeorge acknow edges her with a wave.

CARVMEN ( CONT' D)
Stop by ny office when you' re done.

Ceor ge sal utes.

GEORGE
Yes, ma'am

CARMEN S OFFI CE

The cl ock shows three-thirty. Carnen works at her desk.
Puffy is under the desk

CGeorge enters.

GEORGE ( CONT' D)
How can | hel p you?

CARVEN
We were schedul ed to go over your
apprai sal at three.
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GEORGE
| thought it was four.

CARMEN
No, it was three.

She pulls an appraisal froman inter-office envel ope.

CARVMEN ( CONT' D)
The call-buttons in the restroons
have been di sconnected. Do you
know anyt hi ng about that?

GEORGE
They were being pushed too often
and | just don't have the staff for
it.

George continues to stand by the door.

CARMEN
Have a seat.

CGeorge reluctantly sits.

CARMEN ( CONT' D)
You' re got four open positions.

GEORGE
I"'mtrying to save noney.

CARVEN
| appreciate your effort, but
j eopardi zing safety isn't the way
to do it.

Carnmen puts a copy of the appraisal in front of George. He
studies it and grinaces.

I NT. CARMEN S HOME - KITCHEN -- N GHT

The kitchen is clean and neat, but suffers fromdisrepair.
There is a beautiful birthday cake on the counter, covered
with a glass done.

Carnmen's children, JAROD, (14), and HOLLY, (13), sand a large
wooden fl ower box. There are pots of flowers next to the
box.

BEN, (30's), Carnen's brother, rubs his hands over the box.
He's intelligent and cl assy.
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BEN
You kids did a good job.

They beam at the conpl enent.

JARCD
You're ny favorite uncle.

BEN
"' myour only uncle.

GARAGE
The Garage door RUMBLES open.
KI TCHEN

JAROD
They' re here.

Hol |y, Jarod, and Ben quickly load the flower pots into the
box.

HOLLY
| hope she likes it.

JAROD
She said she | oved Deidre's.

BEN
She'll love it.

Holly and Jarod struggle with the heavy box noving it out of
t he kitchen.

LATER

Carnmen enters with Deidre. Following is TINA (30's),
attractive, well-dressed, and pregnant. She is Ben's wife
and Deidre's daughter.

Ben ki sses Tina.

BEN
Happy birthday sweeti e.

Ben ki sses and taps on Tina's belly.

BEN ( CONT' D)
Hey, baby.



13.

TI NA
Amazi ng how a pregnant w fe can
[ower 1.Q and maturity.

Ben smles at Tina. He hugs Carnen and Dei dre.

Carmen puts a bag of fast food on the table, notices the
sawdust, and puts the bag on the counter.

Jarod and Holly enter. "Secret"” witten all over their faces.
Carnmen washes off the table.

CARVEN
VWhat's this dust?

JAROD
You know. The thing.

HOLLY
The basenent thing.

CARVEN
Oh, the basenent thing.

Pl ayi ng al ong.

TI NA
Do you have sonmething weird in the
basenent | could do an expose on?

JAROD
You'l |l see.

HOLLY
Ms. Deidre. Did you bring the
magazi nes for ny science report?

Dei dre gives Holly her house key.

DEI DRE
They're on the kitchen table. 1'11I
pi ck up the key when we get back

CARVEN
Don't touch the cake, but if you
can't resist, there are cupcakes in
the fridge.

Ben exam nes the cake.



CARMEN ( CONT' D)

That goes for you too,

Ben.

Ben gets a cupcake fromthe fridge.

Carnmen and the kids hug and ki ss.

Love you's al

CARMEN ( CONT' D)

Love you.
HOLLY
Love you. Have fun
JARCD
Love you.
(to Holly)

It's work. She's not supposed to

have fun

CARVEN

Ben, there's a box in the garage.
Coul d you help the kids wash it,

feed it, and walk it?

Jarod and Holly | ook at each other, excited.

| NT. DOLCHES RESTAURANT -- NI GHT
A nice, but casual, restaurant.
Seated are Lyle, Carnen, Deidre,
A VWAl TRESS hands out nenus.

CARVEN
Wy don't we introduce

Lyl e buries his nose in the menu

LYLE
-- Hope you don't plan
this as work.

JOYCE
We are wor ki ng.

LYLE
My peopl e work over 40
regul ar basi s.

ar ound.

14.

Joyce, Rupert, and Roger.

oursel ves --

as he interrupts.

on counting

hours on a



DElI DRE
We work hard hours. By the tinme we
go hone, we're exhausted.

LYLE
Expect to be nore exhausted. |If
you can't handl e the pace, you need
to get in shape or find a | ess
grueling job.

Carnmen still doesn't get it and continues to try to be
friendly.

CARVEN
| jog three mles a day.

She' s target ed.

LYLE
Carnmen, |'ve read your file. Wth
your education, why would you want
a job like this?

CARVMEN
| like ny job.
LYLE
Nobody gives up law and nedicine to

do this.
The ot hers are surprised.

JOYCE
Law and nedi ci ne?

LYLE
A speci al program of |aw school and
medi cal school, which she gave up
even though she was tops in both
cl asses. What's wong with you?

Carnmen is taken aback by Lyle's question.
Rupert exam nes the tense faces.
RUPERT
That woul d be rough. You cone upon
an accident and you don't know if
you should treat the person or sue.

There's too nmuch tension for a joke.

15.
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CARVEN
| had to quit school when | got
divorced. | like this job. :
And, that information's not in ny
file.
Lyl e noves on.
LYLE

Joyce. Running into the burning
house of a famly you didn't even
know. Stupid wasn't it?

DEl DRE
She saved four children.

JOYCE
The city gave ne a nedal

Lyl e studi es Roger and Deidre.

LYLE
The retirement benefits must be
good.

The group doesn't know how to respond. Confused. They | ook
at each other. Are they being insulted? The silence is
t ense.

Carnmen hands Lyl e several papers, attenpting to change the
subj ect .

CARVEN
W' ve put together an orientation,
with tours, to help you get to know
us and the agency better.

Lyle flips through the pages. He wites.

LYLE
| " madding Julius to these tours.

Rupert waves over the waitress.
RUPERT

(to the waitress)
We'd like to order.

Joyce whi spers to Rupert.



17.
JOYCE
Think he'd get the hint if we ordered
arseni ¢ and the check?
| NT. MENTAL HEALTH SERVI CES BUI LDl NG - ENTRANCE -- DAY

A few seats, small reception desk. Wndows all around the
entrance.

Lyl e, Roger, Carnen, Deidre, and Julius wait for the van.

Joyce gives the RECEPTIONI ST a handful of stanped and
addressed invitations.

JOYCE
Wul d you stick these in today's
mai | ?

RECEPTI ONI ST

Looks |i ke soneone's having a party.

JOYCE
My son's twenty-first.

Rupert arrives with the van, visible through the w ndows.
Governnent white, no frills, institutional, fifteen passenger.

| NT. KRAMER- COSS COVPANY - LOBBY -- DAY

Carnmen, Lyle, Rupert, and the others sign in and put on
vi si tor badges.

CAFETERI A

Carmen and Lyle watch JOE, (50's), a nentally disabled man
wearing janitor's coveralls, clean the tables. A SUPERVI SOR
carrying a clipboard, points out a spot Joe m ssed. Joe
conplies by vigorously rubbing the table, then overturning
it.

JOE
Goddamm it. Goddamm it.

The supervisor conforts Joe and helps himlift the table.
Joe overturns the table, again.

JOE (CONT' D)
Goddamm it. Goddamm it.

CARMEN
We'll take Joe back with us.



18.

LYLE
Let the conmpany handle it.

PRODUCTI ON AREA

Carmen, Lyle, Julius, and Joyce exam ne a product which
WORKERS assenbl e.

CARVEN
The conpany pays us a flat rate and
we pay our patients.

LYLE
Qur patients can volunteer and the
conpany can choose and hire who
t hey want.

CARVEN
Havi ng people work for free won't
nmeet | abor regul ations.

LYLE
The conpany can do it's own honeworK.
Jul i us?

JULI US

Excel | ent i dea.

Carnmen and Joyce | ook at each other. They can't believe
what they are hearing.

I NT. VAN -- DAY

Rupert drives. Lyle sits next to him Carnen, Joyce, and
Joe sit behind Lyle and Rupert. The others are in the | ast
r ows.

Joe eats an apple. He has difficulty chew ng, making noises
as he eats. He sits behind Lyle . Lyle keeps an eye on
Joe, unconfortable.

CARMEN
Isn't Joe on a bland diet?

RUPERT
He packs his own | unch.

LYLE
| s he dangerous?

JOYCE
About as dangerous as you --



19.

Carmen i s shocked by Joyce's comment and tries to cover by
qui ckly interrupting.

CARVMEN
-- No, he's not dangerous.

EXT. APARTMENT BUI LDI NG -- DAY

The building is rundown. Not in the best nei ghborhood.
Joe rushes inside.

Lyl e and Rupert exam ne the depressing exterior.

LYLE
How much do these cost?

RUPERT
They're the cheapest in the county.

| NT. APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - HALLWAY -- DAY

The inside is worse than outside. Gaffiti has been painted
over. Carpeting is old and soiled. Sone lights are burnt
out or broken.

Lyl e, Rupert, Joyce, Carnen, and Julius survey the dism
surroundi ngs.

A MAN urinates in the corner.

RUPERT
Bertram  Stop that.
LYLE
We're not hel pi ng hi m nuch.
RUPERT
He's not a patient.
JOYCE
He's normal. Like --

Carnmen grabs Joyce's arm |eading her down the hall,
preventing Joyce from maki ng anot her i nappropriate conment.

CARVEN
-- the apartnents are this way --

Cat chi ng Carnen's eye.



JOYCE
-- |like us.

Doesn't matter. Lyle has his own agenda.

LYLE
VWhat happens if they can't afford
t hese?

RUPERT
Sone get governnent subsidy and we
cover the remai nder

LYLE
If they can't afford to pay they
shouldn't live here. Julius, |
want to know how nuch each patient
contri butes.

APARTMENT 200

Everything in this apartnent

The occupants, M SSY, (30's), and JEAN, (30's),

di sabl ed, hang freshly washed curtains.

The group crowds into the apartnent.

Lyl e.

Lyl e i nterrogates.

LYLE
How | ong have you | adies |ived here?
JEAN
Four years. W like it here.
LYLE
Do you wor k?
JEAN
| do.
M SSY

| have | ots of nedical problens.

LYLE
You have nice furniture.

M SSY
Mom and dad give us lots of stuff.

is picture perfect.

20.

both nentally

Rupert stands next to



21.
RUPERT
(to Lyle)
M ssy's dad is Judge Brundel
A change in Lyle's attitude.

M SSY
We have a nice dinner for tonight.

LYLE
|"m | ooking forward to it.

| NT. MENTAL HEALTH SERVI CES BUI LDI NG - ENTRANCE -- DAY
Rain pelts the w ndows.

Carmen has her purse and coat and heads for the door. Lyle
st ops her.

LYLE
It's only four.

CARVEN
My hours are seven-thirty to four.
Joyce and | open and Roger and Deidre
| ock up.

LYLE
Not anynore. You stay until five.

CARMEN S OFFI CE

Carmen uses the phone.

| NT. CARMEN S HOME - LI VING ROOM -- DAY

Qui et, and enpty, except for the rain pounding the w ndows.
Kl TCHEN

The phone RINGS. And RINGS. And RINGS

BEDROOM

A clean, content Puffy sleeps on the bed.

| NT. MENTAL HEALTH SERVI CES BUI LDI NG - CARMEN S OFFI CE - DAY
Carnmen hangs up the phone just as Lyle enters.

LYLE
VWhat's your problemw th CGeorge?



22.

CARMEN
| don't have a problemw th George.
LYLE
You gave hima bad review
CARMEN
| have a problemw th his work.
LYLE
Jul ius says CGeorge is an excel |l ent
enpl oyee.
CARMEN

Julius doesn't supervise him
LYLE
|'ve known Julius for many years
and | trust his judgnent.
Lyl e exits.
EXT. CARMEN S HOVE -- NI GHT
Rai n and Li ght eni ng.

Holly and Jarod sit, |ooking wet and abandoned, on the front
st eps.

Carmen pulls in the driveway. The garage door opens.
Holly and Jarod run into the garage.
| NT. CARMEN S HOME - GARAGE -- NI GHT

Carmen rushes out of her car, upset to see her children
shivering and | ooking |ike drowned rats.

Holly and Jarod wing the water out of their clothes.

CARVEN
Wiy were you outside?

HOLLY
We couldn't find our key. You're
al ways hone.

JARCD
Where were you?

Carnmen gently wi pes her children's wet faces. QGuilty.
Concer ned.



CARVEN
My hours changed.

EXT. APARTMENT BUI LDI NG -- N GHT
Maj or t hunderstorm

| NT. APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - APARTMENT 200 -- NI GHT

23.

JUDGE BRUNDEL, fifties, Lyle, and Rupert are at the table.

M ssy and Jean clear the dirty dishes.

JUDGE BRUNDEL
| understand change is in the works.

LYLE
Sone change, yes.

JUDGE BRUNDEL
M ssy has done very well here. |
want to make sure her progress, and
of course the progress of others
like her, isn't jeopardi zed.

LYLE
As long as | have a job here, M ssy
will have a place to live.

JUDGE BRUNDEL
That's what | want to hear.

I NT. CARMEN S HOME - KITCHEN -- N GHT

Carmen, Jarod, and Holly, clear the table and | oad the
di shwasher. Jarod and Holly have dried off and changed.

Rai n beats agai nst the w ndow.

JAROD
How s t he new boss?

CARVEN
Seens okay.

HOLLY
Seens okay, |ike Mac?

CARVEN

No, he's different from Mac.
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A pan of water in the sink receives a drop of rain fromthe
ceiling, then another, and another.

Several stained circles on the ceiling fill with water,
slowy, then nore rapidly, release the drops.

Carnmen surveys the wet ceiling.

CARMEN ( CONT' D)
Dam.

I NT. LYLE' S HOVE - KITCHEN -- N GHT
Lyle's wife ALICE, (30's), pregnant, clears the table.

CHI LD #1, (4), in a high chair, has tubes in its nose and an
oxygen tank. CHI LD #2, (6), finishes eating.

Lyl e enters. Rain coat dripping onto the fl oor.
The kids fuss.

ALl CE
How was t he neeting?

Lyl e gets a gl ass.

LYLE
It was a neal not a neeting.

He exam nes the glass. |Is it spotless? Polishes a spot
w th a paper towel.

Lyl e watches as Alice scrapes and rinses the dishes before
putting themin the di shwasher.

LYLE ( CONT' D)
Scrub harder than that, and use
nor e soap
Alice slans the di shes, unwashed, into the di shwasher.

Lyl e takes a bottle of vodka out of the freezer, fills the
gl ass, and | eaves.

Alice grabs a handful of paper towels and scoots around on
the floor wiping up the drips fromLyle's coat.

I NT. CARMEN S HOME - KITCHEN -- N GHT

Carnmen watches the drip, drip, drip.



25.
The phone RI NGS

Jarod answers.

JAROD
(to Carnen)
It's the Rce Man. He's on
t el evi si on.

| NT. TELEWVI SI ON STATI ON -- NI GHT
Tina is at the anchor station. Next to her is a CO ANCHOR

TI NA
In local news, Attorney Ben Pearson
won a class action enploynent |awsuit
agai nst the Fi xon Corporation.

I NT. CARMEN S HOME - LIVING ROOM -- N GHT
ON TELEVI SI ON MONI TOR:
EXT. FEDERAL COURTHOUSE -- DAY

Ben stands on the steps, pleased with hinself. The canera
crew and Reporter are on the steps. The reporter questions
hi m

BEN
The evi dence was overwhel m ng.

REPORTER
Do you expect an appeal ?

BEN
Not if they've | earned anything
fromthis.
LI VI NG ROOM

Carnmen hol ds a cordl ess phone in one hand and a bucket in
the other catching a streamfromthe ceiling.

She's happy for her brother, but jeal ous, too.

CARVEN
(on phone)
Congratulations. |'mglad one of

us i s successful.
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