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FADE | N:
MONTAGE
EXT. PRI SON -- DAY

An old building. One of those nmassive stone containers for
| ost humanity that screanms nedieval. Barbed wire along the
rim Various views of the buildings, hallways.

| NT. PRI SON -- DAY
In each cell is a mattress. No sheets. No furniture.

PRI SONERS wear white junp suits with the word "Convict" in
bl ack across their backs and down the left leg. They wear
flip-flops with no socks. In their cells nost lay on the
bare cots. Sone sit on the cots readi ng well-worn books,
pai nstaki ngly struggling over each letter. Ohers read,
pointing to each word. Ohers appear nore educated and zip
t hrough the task

STAI RS

Prisoners wal k down the stairs. They keep one step between
each. They don't talk nor | ook around. They wal k one after
the other keeping tinme with the first man.

END MONTAGE
I NT. PRI SON CAFETERI A -- DAY

The prisoners are arranged in small groups. They each have
two sandw ches and paper cups of water. Sone eat slowy,
still savoring their first jelly sandwich. Ohers are on
their second sandwi ch eating like it's their last neal - and
for some it will be.

DUTCH, is a Charles Manson kind of a man, except ten tinmes
| arger sits at the table.

NI GEL, bigger than Dutch, sits across from Dutch and eats
i ke a gentl eman.

M DCGE, snaller than both Nigel and Dutch sits next to N gel
across fromDutch. He |looks totally out of place wth these
t wo.

Dut ch opens his sandwi ch to observe the thin |layer of jelly.

DUTCH
|'ve seen better rotting under ny
shoe.

NI GEL

Better than | grew up with.



M DGE
Good. Needs gravy.

Dut ch reaches over and takes M dge's second sandw ch.

doesn't seemto notice.

DUTCH
Think | could trade a body for a t-
bone?

NI GEL

You could get t-bone if you want ed.
Dutch | ooks at the other prisoners.

DUTCH
| don't see no t-bones.

NI GEL
Russo joi ned that study Doc's doing.
Eats steak and | obster. Tel evision.
Conmputer tine. Blankets. New books.

Anyt hi ng.
Dutch | ooks at Nigel like he's hallucinating.
DUTCH
Ri ght .
NI GEL

It's real. Talk to Doc.

I NT. PRI SON DOC S OFFI CE -- DAY

A bare bones office. A desk and two chairs. Snull
with a skel eton skull, books. Fil es on the desk.
DOC

There's no guarantee. W do our
best. W ask you to sign a rel ease.
And your relatives.

DUTCH
| have no rel ati ves.
Dut ch grins.
DUTCH ( CONT' D)
That are still alive.

M dge

bookcase

Doc | ooks at him He occasionally forgets the scum he works

wi th. Today he renenbers.

DOC
You'll need to read these and sign
t hem



Doc hands Dutch a stack of papers.
DOC ( CONT' D)

Read these carefully. You can have
a |lawer |l ook at them

Dut ch signs w thout reading.
DUTCH
No one who's read ny file would screw
ne.

Dut ch hands Doc the papers.

DOC
l"mstill going to give you the
details.
DUTCH
Fi ne
DOC
We stop your heart for two m nutes.
Dut ch | aughs.
DUTCH
Only two?
DOC

Brai n damage occurs at four. Most

peopl e have the experience comonly
called "near death" or "white |ight"
within one mnute of clinical death.

Doc hands Dutch a piece of paper.

DOC ( CONT' D)
This is your copy. These are the
questions we'll ask.
DUTCH
When do | get ny steak and | obster?
DOC
W'l |l be noving you this afternoon.

I NT. PRI SON CELL -- DAY

An unlikely prison cell. A cot with |[inens. Television.
St er eo.

Dutch stretches out on the cot and places the pillows agai nst
the wall.

A GQUARD arrives with a tray.



Dutch | ooks at his watch.

DUTCH
You're two mnutes late. Do this
i ke those fancy restaurants.

The guard renoves the Iid fromthe plate. A large |obster
tail and steak.

DUTCH ( CONT' D)
Do you speak French?

GUARD

Do | look like | speak French?
DUTCH

No tip for you. And call ne sir.
GUARD

Yes, sir. Can | get you anything

el se?
| NT. PRI SON HOSPI TAL OPERATI NG ROOM - - DAY
Dutch is on an operating table. He is connected with tubes.

Doc in surgical gown and mask stands by Dutch. The NURSE
and ANESTHESI OLOd ST surround him

DUTCH
Just do it.

Doc gives a nod to the ANESTHESI OLOGE ST who starts a drip.

ANESTHESI OLOd ST
He's out.

DOC
Now.

A machi ne shows a flat |ine.

The doctor and nurse watch the clock. Fifteen seconds.
Thirty seconds. One minute. One mnute thirty seconds.
Two mni nut es.

Doc has paddles in his hand.

DOC ( CONT' D)
Cl ear.

The nmachi ne shows Dutch's heart |ine.

Dutch wakes up. He is terrified.



DOC ( CONT' D)
First question. Wre you aware you
wer e dead?

Dutch is still trying to regain his conposure.
DOC ( CONT' D)
Were you aware you were dead?
Dutch just nods, yes. Still in shock.
DOC ( CONT' D)
Question two. Did you see a white
[ight?
DUTCH
Alight. It wasn't white. Black
fire. |1 can't put into wrds. A
feeling.
DOC

Question three. Did you experience
a sense of well -being?

Dut ch shakes hi s head. He shakes with fear. Screans.
| NT. PRI SON CELL -- DAY

Dutch paces. He is as distraught as he was earlier. Doc
enters.

DUTCH
| can't die.

DOC _
| have seven nore questions to ask.

EXT. PRI SON YARD - DOG CACES -- DAY

PRI SONERS exercise in their individual "dog cages."” Dutch

| eans against the wall. There's a sadness to him He appears
lost in thought. Nigel, sad, is in the cage next to Dutch.

He peels a Band-Aid with cotton fromthe crook of his el bow

DUTCH
How i s she?

NI GEL
Not good.

Nigel rolls up the Band-Aid and tosses it.
NI GEL ( CONT' D)

They said ny type won't work. Have
you been tested?



| NT. PRI SON HOSPI TAL OPERATI NG ROOM - - DAY

Dutch is on the operating table. Doc is next to him

DUTCH
You sure it won't be too big for
her ?

DOC

Too big is better than too small
Her organs will nove for the kidney.

I NT. PRI SON DOC' S COFFI CE -- DAY

Doc exam nes the scar where Dutch's kidney was renoved.

DOC
You're ready to continue with the
st udy?
DUTCH
No. |'Il never be ready for that
agai n.
DOC
We can let you cancel. |I'll say the

donation of your kidney.
Dutch interrupts.

DUTCH
| need to know.

| NT. PRI SON HOSPI TAL OPERATI NG ROOM - - DAY

Dutch is on the gurney. Doc, the anesthesiologist and the
nurse standS by him

DOC
One mnute this time, instead of
t wo.
Dut ch nods.
The anest hesiol ogi st starts the drip.

ANESTHESI OLOd ST
He's out.

Doc watches the clock. Five seconds. Fifteen seconds.
Thirty seconds. One mnute. Doc puts the paddles on Dutch's
chest.

The machi ne registers a heart beat.

Dutch conmes to. He is once again in hysterics.



DUTCH
| have to do nore.

I NT. PRI SON DOC S OFFI CE -- DAY

Dutch sits across the desk. Doc is in his chair.

DOC
| can't give you copies of donor
regi sters.

DUTCH

You can search them

DOC
This is unheard of. People don't
donate body parts, except for close
relatives until they're dead.

DUTCH
|"mas good as dead. |I'monly alive
because | vol unteered for your
program And, you forget. You could
have signed the death certificate.

I NT. PRI SON CELL -- DAY

Doc wat ches Dutch as he signs a paper.

DOC
W won't take much. A two year old
has a very small liver

DUTCH

Just | eave nme enough to live.
| NT. PRI SON CELL -- DAY
Dut ch exam nes anot her scar above the previous scar.
The guard arrives with a food cart.

GUARD
Sorry I'm| ate.

DUTCH
That's fi ne.

The guard renoves the lid. A large salad is on the tray.

GUARD
Your sal ad, sir.

DUTCH
Thank you. And please don't call ne
sir.



8.

Dut ch renmoves the napkin and finds a large bug. H carefully
takes the napkin with the bug and puts it on the floor.

Dutch picks up the television renote and ains it at the t.v.
he pushes the button and the screen springs to life. A
NEWSCASTER reads t he copy.

| NT. NEWSROOM - - DAY

NEWSCASTER
A fifteen year old boy, visiting his
dad in a casting plant, mangled his
hand and nost of his armin a grisly
accident. Doctors will renove the
armas soon as the boy is stable.

| NT. PRI SON CELL -- DAY
Dutch stretches out his hand, turning it, studying it.
I NT. PRI SON DOC S OFFI CE -- DAY
Dutch sits in front of Doc's desk. Doc is on the phone.
DOC
The donor's ready. W can have the
armthere by this evening.

Doc hangs up the phone and | ooks at Dutch, concerned.

DOC ( CONT' D)
| don't understand why you're doing
this.

DUTCH
You don't need to understand. It's
nmy arm

DOC

Bef ore the near death experinents,
di d you donate anyt hi ng?

DUTCH
You're joking, right?

DOC
|"mafraid the experinment is having
a negative effect on you. 1|'m going

to recomend termnating your
i nvol venent .

DUTCH
You can't. |'ve never felt better.
| have a direction. A purpose.

DOC
By mutil ating yourself.



DUTCH
It's not nutilation. 1It's redenption.

Doc puts his chin in his hands and studi es Dutch.
| NT. PRI SON HOSPI TAL OPERATI NG ROOM - - DAY

Dutch is on the operating table. The Doc, anesthesi ol ogi st,
nurses stand by him H s left armis exposed. A nurse scrubs
the arm Dutch | ooks over.

DUTCH
| should have gotten a manicure first.

DOC
| don't think a fifteen year ol d boy
woul d appreci ate that.
The anest hesiol ogi st starts the drip.

ANESTHESI OLOd ST
He's out.

Doc pl aces the scal pel on Dutch's arm
| NT. PRI SON CELL -- DAY

Dutch lays on his cot. He has a wapped stunp where his
|l eft armshould be. Doc slowly unw aps the bandage.

DUTCH

| need to go under.
DOC

| don't think you' re ready.
DUTCH

| want to. Today.
Dut ch grabs Doc's | acket.

DUTCH ( CONT' D)
Now. | have to.

| NT. PRI SON HOSPI TAL OPERATI NG ROOM - - DAY

Dutch is on the operating table. Doc, the anesthesiol ogi st,
nurses stand over him The anesthesiol ogist starts the drip.

ANESTHESI OLOd ST
He's out.

The heart machi ne shows a flat |ine.

They watch the clock. Ten seconds. Twenty seconds. Thirty.
One m nute



10.
Doc puts the paddl e on Dutch.

The machi ne shows his heart |ine beating.

Dutch comes to. He is still hysterical.
DUTCH
It's not enough. It's not enough.

I NT. PRI SON CELL -- N GHT

Dutch eats his salad and turns on the television. On the
monitor is the Newscaster. On her screen is a collapsed
bui | di ng.

| NT. NEWSROOM - - DAY
NEWSCASTER
Afire fighter lost both |egs, |ast
ni ght, when the roof of a building
col | apsed.
| NT. PRI SON HOSPI TAL OPERATI NG ROOM - - DAY

Dutch is on the operating table. Hi s left leg is exposed.
The rest of his body is draped.

Doc, the Anesthesiologist, and nurses stand over him

ANESTHESI OLOd ST
He's out.

Doc holds a saw over Dutch's |eg.
| NT. PRI SON HOSPI TAL OPERATI NG ROOM - - DAY

Dutch is on the operating table. Doc, the anesthesiol ogi st,
nurses stand by. The anesthesiologist starts the drip.

ANESTHESI OLOd ST
He's out.

The heart machi ne shows a flat |ine.

They watch the clock. Ten seconds. Twenty seconds. Thirty.
One m nute

Doc puts the paddl e on Dutch.
The machi ne shows his heart |ine beating.

Dutch comes to. He is still upset but not as much as he was
the first tine.

DUTCH
It's still not enough.



11.
I NT. PRI SON CELL -- DAY

Dutch eats his salad. Both legs and his left armare now
stunps. He turns on the news. The Newscaster is on the
noni t or.

| NT. NEWSROOM - - DAY

NEWSCASTER
A fire today killed seven people.
Four children were severely burned.
Doctors are | ooking for donors to
provi de skin grafts.

| NT. PRI SON HOSPI TAL OPERATI NG ROOM - - DAY
Doc, the Anesthesiol ogist, and nurses watch the drip.

ANESTHESI OLOd ST
He's out.

The heart machi ne shows a flat |ine.

Doc and the nurses watch the clock. Ten seconds. Twenty
seconds. Thirty. One m nute.

Doc hol ds the paddl es.

The heart machine conmes to |life showi ng Dutch's heart
beati ng.

On the operating table is a remmant of Dutch, but there is a
softness in his eyes that didn't exist before.

Dutch | ooks over at Doc. He appears to be at peace.

DUTCH
Next tinme, you don't have to wake ne
up. And find soneone who needs the
eyes.

FADE QOUT:
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